
2 CHICAGO TRIBUNE ï HOME&GARDEN ï SECTION 15 ï SUNDAY, AUGUST 10, 2008 C

By Sheba R. Wheeler
THE DENVER POST

Vacuum bags are a br eed-
ing g r ound for dusty al-
lerg ens and funky odors .

Ar m & Hammer wants to
tur n that into a healthier
situation.

A new line of v acuuming
accessories claims to trans-
for m the common v acuum
into a virtual air filter using
baking soda par tic les to
neutraliz e odor -causing
mold, bacteria, fungi and pet
dander.

The three-tier pr oduct
system includes a v acuum
filter , bags and F resh-ins
scent pac ks, whic h ar e
pour ed into the dust bag or
cup for an extra pop of de-
odorization.

Pet owners will especiall y
lik e the use of the compan y's
popular Pet F r esh scent,
whic h left the pet-fr equented
r oom we tested c lean-smell-
ing, but not heavy with c loy-

ing perfume .
However , pr oviding filters

and vacuum bags only f or
cer tain models is a major
drawbac k for some consum-
ers who aspire to use all
thr ee products with hopes of
getting the cleanliest pos-
sib le outcome. Kirby o wners,
for instance, will be a ble to
use only one step in the
process, as Arm & Hammer
failed to cr eate filters and
bags for Kirby v acuums.

Consumers who own the
follo wing brands of v acuums
can use F resh-ins , the ba gs
and the filters: Eureka, Elec-
tr olux Hoo ver, Bissell, P ana-
sonic , Dirt Devil, K enmore,
Blac k & Dec ker , Oreck, Dy-
son and a few others. Look
for details at armhammer
vac.com .

The scent packs are sold in
the vacuum aisle ex clusively
at Wal-Mar t or online a t
walmar t.com for about $2.50
for a pack of nine. Bags and
filters start at $2.75. 

You have to vacuumÐ 
why not clear the air?

By Shaila W underlich
TRIBUNE REPORTER

Marb le tile, granite coun-
tertops , wood flooring and
kitc hen appliances at half
the cost of retail. Reusing
items that would otherwise
end up in a landfill. That's
the premise behind auction
houses and centers tha t
peddle donated and salv aged
home ma terials , such as
Mur co Recycling Enter-
prises , a La Grang e Park-
based company that auctions
of f home parts just bef or e a
proper ty is demolished.
ªT he r ehabbers couldn't g et
this stuff any c heaper, the
owners of the house make a
little extra money selling
something that's just g ar-
bage for them, and the load
tha t goes to the landfill is
smaller ,º says Jodi Mur phy,
Mur co's owner . 

But shopping for ma terials
in this en vir onment isn't the
same as shopping for them
in a har dwar e or big-bo x
store . It r equir es a high le vel
of savvy and selecti veness.
Her e's what Mur phy and
other local experts say y ou
should know bef or e handing
over a single dollar for sal-
vaged goods. 

1Risk y busine ss. The sec-
ond-hand home-goods

business g enerall y comes in
tw o for ms: auctions, such as
Mur co and eBay, and bric k-
and-mor tar stor es, such as
Habita t for Humanity R e-
Stores . As evidenced on
Murph y's new reality TV
show, ªTotal W recklama-
tionº (pr emier es on Planet
Gr een this fall), auctions ar e
risk y: inher entl y fast, com-
petitiv e and emotional. T hat
envir onment can sometimes
dra w bidders into pa ying
mor e than they had origi-
nall y budgeted Ð or w orse,
mor e than the object's r etail
value . ªT hat gentl y used
stov e you should pay onl y
$100 for, you could very easi-
ly end up paying $300 f or,º
says Dawn Tusk ey, owner of
IHM Remodeling R epair
Contractors and co-host of
ªYour House Chicagoº radio
show. Tuskey sug gests nov-
ices shop auctions only with
an experienced contractor or
remodeler . 

2Come pr epar ed. Walking
blind into an auction or

ReStor e-type environment
won't get you an ywhere
other than in tr ouble . Bring

as much inf orma tion as
possib le r egarding y our
space: measur ements , photo-
graphs , blueprints , swatches
of paint, f abric or tile. Bring
tools , especially to demoli-
tion auctions, w her e you
may be r equir ed to excavate
the materials y ourself . Bring
money, as the af fordability
and one-of-each na tur e of the
materials means items sell
fast. Murco r equir es bidders
to pay cash for items on-site .
Lastly , come with the means
and muscle to take home
purc hased items that day or
shortl y ther eafter . 

3Be salvag e savvy. ªThere
ar e some items you don't

want to get if they've been
used before, because you'll
just be inviting more pr ob-
lems into your home,º Tus-
key says. On that list: dry-
wall, ceiling tiles, HV AC
equipment and appliances
mor e than a couple of y ears
old. ªWith the amount of
electricity r equir ed to oper-
ate certain older a ppliances,
you could buy yourself a ne w
model within six months ,º
Tusk ey says. Items that can
be ideal for reuse: ca binetry,
tile , wood flooring, molding,
doors and decora tiv e archi-
tectural elements. 

4Snag an e xpert . Sure , the
cost of hiring a contractor

to shop with you can cancel
out the savings gained fr om
buying reused ma terials . But
without one, the potential
for wasting money may be
even greater . Invite along
friends or f amil y members
in the building, r emodeling
or contracting b usiness . The
National Association of the
Remodeling Industry ( na-
ri.org ) also is a g reat r e-
sour ce for vetting r emod-
elers or asking questions
about the validity of a r eused
material. 

5Get smart. In such an
expensive , complica ted

situa tion, the more y ou
know , the better. T ake ad-
vantag e of workshops and
classes in your area. Ha bitat
for Humanity R eStore's
Elgin location holds fr ee
monthl y classes beginning
in October. ªWe co ver every-
thing from how to install tile
to hanging drywall to dec k-
ing,º says mana ger J eremy
Keen.

swunderlich@tribune.com

Mik e Shaver (left) and D ave Selander work at the Musk egon
County Habitat for Humanity R eStor e in Michigan. In Illinois ,
there' s a new 40 ,000-square-f oot R eStor e in Elgin. 

5THINGS
to know about

renovating with
salvaged materials

 AURORA:   Aurora Marketplace ¥  BRIDGEVIEW:  8825 S. Harlem Ave. Southfield Plaza
 BATAVIA:  421 N. Randall Rd. ¥  BOLINGBROOK:  363 N. Weber Rd. ¥  CRYSTAL LAKE:  Crystal Lake Plaza
 EAST   ELGIN:  Randall Rd. & Route 20
 JOLIET:  N. Ridge Plaza Shopping Center on Larkin Ave.
 LOMBARD:   Main St. Lombard & Roosevelt Rd. ¥   MT. PROSPECT:  Elmhurst at Dempster
 MUNDELEIN:  Oak Creek Plaza Shopping Ct ¥  PALATINE:  Palatine Plaza.
 ROUND LAKE BEACH:  840 E. Rollins Rd
 SCHAUMBURG:  Barrington & W. Schaumburg Rd.
 TINLEY PARK:   7061 W. 159th St. ¥  W. CHICAGO:  Rt. 59 & Rt. 64
 W. AURORA:   W. Aurora Plaza ¥  WESTMONT:  52 E. Odgen

 Mon-Sat 
 9am - 8 pm
 Closed on 
 Sundays
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